
 

AMERICAN RECOVERY AND REINVESTMENT ACT LINKS 
 

Some of the key recovery websites of federal departments that it would be worthwhile to monitor include the following: 
 

www.hhs.gov/recovery 
www.hud.gov/recovery 
www.ed.gov/recovery 
www.energy.gov/recovery 
www.dot.gov/recovery 
www.usdoj.gov/recovery 
www.dol.gov/recovery  
www.usda.gov/recovery  
www.epa.gov/recovery  
www.sba.gov/recovery  
www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204335,00.html?portlet=6  

  
For a full list of federal department recovery websites visit: http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/agencies 
 
In addition, all but four states now have their own web pages that help explain how they are spending funds allocated.  
All of the state’s websites, including North Carolina’s www.ncrecovery.gov, can be found here: 
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/state‐recovery‐page 
 
In the last several weeks, certain key actions have been taken by Obama Administration officials to begin releasing 
Recovery Act funds to the states and local governments, such as: 
 

 The release of $10 billion by HUD to state and local recipients for 8 specific programs on February 25;  
 The release of $15 billion in Medicaid Fiscal Relief funds to the states on February 25;  
 The release of $155 million for Community Health Centers on March 2;  
 The release of  $27 billion for highway and bridge construction and repair on March 3;  
 The release of $8.4 billion for public transit projects on March 4; 
 The release of $2 billion in Byrne Justice Assistance Grants on March 6; 
 The release of $3.5 billion for job training and employment services on March 6;  
 The release of the first wave of funding from the Agriculture Department on March 9;  
 The release of nearly $8 billion in weatherization funding and energy efficiency grants on March 12; 
 The implementation of key initiatives to promote lending to small businesses on March 16; 
 The release of $100 million for senior nutrition programs on March 18; and  
 The release of $268 million for hospitals serving uninsured, vulnerable Americans on March 20.  

 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HOUSING AND URBAN DEVELOPMENT 
 
The Recovery Act provides a total of $13.6 billion for projects and programs administered by HUD.  Nearly 75 percent of 
that total – or $10.1 billion – was allocated to state and local recipients on February 25, 2009 – only 8 days after 
President Obama signed the Act into law.  
 
Following is an overview of the $10.1 billion that was allocated to state and local recipients on February 25, by program.  
A map of the United States, providing the state‐by‐state totals for each of these following eight HUD programs can be 
found at:  http://www.hud.gov/recovery/tcap.cfm 



 

 
Promoting Energy Efficiency & Creating Green Jobs 

 $3 billion for the Public Housing Capital Fund (PHCF) 
 $255 million for Native American Housing Block Grants (NABF) 
 $10.2 million for Native Hawaiian Housing Grants (NHHG) 
 $100 million for Lead Hazard Reduction (LHR) 
 

Supporting Shovel‐Ready Projects and Assisted Housing Improvements 
 $2.25 billion for the Tax Credit Assistance Program (TCAP) 
 $2 billion for Project‐Based Rental Assistance (PBRA) 
 $1 billion for Community Development Block Grants (CDBG) 

 
Helping Families Hardest Hit by the Economic Crisis 

 $1.5 billion for Homelessness Prevention Fund (HPF) 
 

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH AND HUMAN SERVICES 
 
Medicaid 
The Recovery Act protects health care coverage for millions of Americans during this recession, by providing a total of 
$87 billion in additional federal matching funds to the states for Medicaid over a 27‐month period – beginning October 
1, 2008 through December 31, 2009.  This Medicaid Fiscal Relief for the states is designed to help the states ‐‐ in the face 
of an unprecedented, massive state fiscal crisis ‐‐ to avoid further cuts in Medicaid enrollment and coverage.   
 
President Obama announced on February 23 that states would be able to access the first two quarters of this Medicaid 
Fiscal Relief starting on February 25 – totaling $15 billion. 
 
A state‐by‐state table can be found at: http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/statefunds.html   
 
Community Health Centers 
The Recovery Act provides a total of $2 billion for Community Health Centers over the next two years, in order to reduce 
health care costs by meeting basic health needs for uninsured Americans. 
 
On March 2, President Obama announced the release of $155 million in Recovery Act funds – the first installment of this 
$2 billion appropriation – to support 126 Community Health Centers across the country.  These grants totaling $155 
million alone will help provide health services to 750,000 Americans and create 5,500 jobs. 
 
A list of the 126 Community Health Centers receiving this first installment of Recovery Act funding for Community Health 
Centers can be found at:  http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/hrsa/applicant.html 
 
Senior Nutrition Programs 
The Recovery Act provides a total of $100 million for senior nutrition programs to provide meals to tens of thousands of 
low‐income older Americans in need.  The funding is expected to provide nearly 14 million meals nationwide.   
 
On March 18, Vice President Biden announced the release of this funding – including $65 million for Congregate Meals 
served at senior centers and other community sites and $32 million for home‐delivered meals, including Meals on 
Wheels.  
 
A state‐by‐state table, showing how much of the $65 million for congregate meals for seniors and the $32 million for 
home‐delivered meals for seniors each state has been allocated can be found at: 
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/programs/aoa/arrafunding.html   



 

 
Disproportionate Share Hospitals 
The Recovery Act provides a total of $268 million in increased federal payments to Disproportionate Share Hospitals 
(DSH) – hospitals that serve a disproportionate share of low‐income or uninsured individuals ‐‐ for FY 2009.  
 
On March 20, the Department of Health and Human Services announced that this $268 million in increased DSH 
payments was being released to the states. 
 
A map of the United States, providing for each state the DSH allotment before the Recovery Act, the DSH allotment after 
the enactment of the Recovery Act, and the amount of the increase can be found at: 
http://www.hhs.gov/recovery/ 
 
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION 
 
Construction and Repair of Highways & Bridges 
The Recovery Act provides a total of $27 billion for building and repairing highways, roads, and bridges. 
 
On March 3, President Obama announced the release of the entire $27 billion to states and local transportation 
authorities to repair and build highways, roads and bridges.  This investment will lead to 150,000 jobs saved or created 
by the end of 2010.  State highway departments have already identified more than 100 transportation projects across 
the country, totaling more than $750 million, where construction can start within the month. 
 
A map of the United States, providing how much each state has been allocated can be found at:  
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=content/rebuilding‐infrastructure. 
 
Public Transit 
The Recovery Act provides a total of $8.4 billion for public transit projects. On March 4, Vice President Biden and 
Secretary of Transportation LaHood announced that the entire $8.4 billion has been made available to repair and build 
public transportation infrastructure throughout the country. 
 
A state‐by‐state table, showing how much of the $8.4 billion each state has been allocated can be found at: 
http://www.recovery.gov/?q=node/202  
 

DEPARTMENT OF LABOR 
 
Job Training 
The Recovery Act provides $3.1 billion for the formula grants for adult, youth, and dislocated worker job training 
programs and $400 million for employment services grants to match unemployed individuals to job openings through 
state employment service agencies. 
 
On March 6, the Department of Labor announced that this $3.5 billion for job training and employment services had 
been allocated to the states.   
 
The state‐by‐state tables showing the state allocations for the youth job training grants, adult job training grants, 
dislocated worker job training grants, and employment services grants can be found at: 
http://www.dol.gov/opa/media/press/eta/eta20090249‐chart.pdf  
 
Increase in Unemployment Benefits 
The Recovery Act provides an increase in unemployment benefits for all eligible individuals of $25 per week.  These extra 
benefits are 100 percent federally funded.  On February 26, the Labor Department announced that the implementation 



 

of this provision was beginning in some states as early as the week of March 1.  Over the next several weeks, all states 
will be implementing this increase.  The $25 weekly increase is retroactive, covering weeks of unemployment beginning 
February 22.  More information can be found at the Labor Department’s recovery website: 
http://www.dol.gov/recovery . 
 

DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY 
 
The Recovery Act provides $5 billion for weatherization grants and $3.1 billion for State Energy Program funding.  The 
weatherization grants will allow an average investment of up to $6,500 per home in energy efficiency upgrades.  The 
State Energy Program funding will be available for rebates to consumers for home energy audits or other energy‐saving 
improvements; development of renewable energy projects for clean electricity generation and alternative fuels; 
efficiency upgrades for state and local government buildings; and other innovative state efforts to help families save 
money on their energy bills.  
 
On March 12, Vice President Biden and Secretary of Energy Chu announced that the funding for the weatherization 
grants and the State Energy Program had been released.  A map of the United States, providing how much each state 
has been allocated for weatherization grants and the State Energy Program can be found at: 
http://www.energy.gov/recovery/  
 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION 
 
On March 7, the Department of Education announced that $44 billion in Recovery Act funding will be distributed to the 
states in the next 30 to 45 days.  Specifically, the Department stated that, by the end of March, half of the $10 billion in 
Title I grants in the Recovery Act – or $5 billion – will be released to the states and half of the $12 billion in IDEA grants in 
the Recovery Act – or $6 billion – will be released to the states, without new applications.  Furthermore, by the end of 
March, governors will be able to apply for 67 percent of the State Fiscal Stabilization Funds – or $32.5 billion.  These 
funds will then be released within two weeks after approvable applications are received. 
 
On March 20, the Education Department posted on its website updated state‐by‐state tables showing estimates of how 
Recovery Act funding for a number of education programs will be allocated, including Title I, IDEA, and the State Fiscal 
Stabilization Fund.  These updated state‐by‐state tables can be found at: 
http://www.ed.gov/about/overview/budget/statetables/09recoverybyprogram.pdf  
 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
 
The Recovery Act provides $2 billion for the Byrne Justice Assistance Grants (JAG) program. On March 6, President 
Obama announced the release of the $2 billion in Byrne JAG funding, in order to provide assistance to state and local 
law enforcement and prevent the laying off of police officers by state and local governments suffering from budget 
shortfalls. 
 
The state and local allocations of the Byrne JAG funding can be found at:  
http://www.ojp.usdoj.gov/BJA/recoveryJAG/recoveryallocations.html 
 
 

SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION 
 
The Recovery Act includes several provisions that are designed to expand lending to America’s small businesses, 
including the availability of SBA‐backed loans. 



 

 
On March 16, President Obama announced that, starting on that day, two key provisions of the Recovery Act to expand 
the availability of SBA‐backed loans were being implemented:  1) eliminating all fees on SBA‐backed loans; and 2) raising 
from 85 to 90 percent the portion of a loan that the Small Business Administration will guarantee, thereby making these 
loans more attractive to lenders. 
 

ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY 
 
The Recovery Act provides $4 billion for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund program (CWSRF), which finances 
wastewater infrastructure improvements and $2 billion for the Drinking Water State Revolving Fund (DWSRF), which 
finances drinking water infrastructure improvements. 
 
On March 12, the Environmental Protection Agency posted on its website the state‐by‐state allocations for the $4 billion 
in funding for the Clean Water State Revolving Fund and the $2 billion in funding for the Drinking Water State Revolving 
Fund.  The state‐by‐state allocations can be found at: 
http://www.epa.gov/water/eparecovery/docs/Final_SRF_eco_recovery_allotments.pdf  
  

DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE 
 
Food Stamps 
The Recovery Act provides $19.9 billion to increase food stamp benefits by 13.6 percent to help offset rising food costs 
for more than 31 million Americans, half of whom are children. 
 
On March 9, Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack announced that this 13.6 percent increase in monthly food stamp benefits 
would begin to be provided on April 1st. 
 
Other USDA Programs 
The Recovery Act provides funding for a variety of USDA programs – including Direct Farm Operating Loans, rural 
development programs, Forest Service programs, Natural Resources Conservation Service programs, etc. 
 
On March 9, Secretary of Agriculture Vilsack also announced the first wave of Recovery Act funding for various USDA 
programs.  Examples of the first wave of funding include: 
 

 Direct Farm Operating Loans:  The Farm Service Agency is using immediately $145 million of the $173 million 
provided in the Recovery Act for its Direct Farm Operating Loan program, which will give 2,042 farmers – almost 
50% are beginning farmers and 10% are socially disadvantaged farmers ‐‐ direct loans from the agency.  

 Rural Water and Waste Grants and Loans:  USDA Rural Development is releasing funding for more than $400 
million in pending applications for Rural Water and Waste Grants and $140 million in pending applications for 
Rural Water and Waste Direct Loans.  

 

INTERNAL REVENUE SERVICE 
 
The IRS website has details on many of the tax changes in the Recovery Act, including details about the Making Work Pay 
tax cut that will start increasing Americans’ paychecks by April 1st.  The specific IRS website with the information on the 
Recovery Act provisions is: 

http://www.irs.gov/newsroom/article/0,,id=204335,00.html?portlet=6   
 



 

A USEFUL OVERVIEW OF PROGRAMS FUNDED IN THE RECOVERY ACT 
 
The Council of State Governments has released a useful report that summarizes all of the relevant provisions of the 
Recovery Act, including a list of every funded program.  The report is entitled, “The American Recovery and 
Reinvestment Act of 2009:  A Guide for State and Local Governments.” This report can be found at: 
http://www.staterecovery.org/federal‐assistance. 
 
 


